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, MERCHANT & GOULD P.C 

United States Patent ApplicatioD 
COMBJCNEP DECLARATION AND POWER OF ATTORNEY 

As a below named inventor I hereby declare that: joay residaioe, post office address and citizenship are a$ 
stated bblow next to my name; thai 

i verily believe I am the original, first and sole invrator (if only one name is listed bellow) or a joint inventor 
rtf nlural inventors are named below) of the subject matter which Is claimed and for which apacent is sou^t on the 
^iivlention entitled: A LIFTING LEVER FOR A CISTERN FLUSH VALVE 

The speScifioation of which 

a. rn is attached hereto 

b. S was filed on 9 March 2005 as applicadon serial no. 10/527,148 and was amended on (if applicable) 
(in the case of a PCT-£lled application) described and claimed in international no. PCT/AU2003/001 108 filed 28 
Augu$t:2003 and as amendea on (if any), which I have reviewed and for which I soh'dt a United States patent 

I hereby state that I have reviewed and understand tiie cont^ts of .Ae above-identifiled specificaticn, including the 
ciaims»;a5 amended by any amendment referred to above. 

I hereby claim foreign priority benefits under Title 35, United States Code, § 119/365 of anyforeign application(5) 
fer patent or inventor's certificate listed below and have also identified below any foreign application for patent or 
yiventdf 6 certificate having a filing date t^efore 4iat of die application on the basis of which priority is claimed: 

! 

V 

i 
b 



^' ^ -^^^ applications have be^ filed^ 



such appucations have been filed as follows: 



' FOREIGN A^rUCATlONCS), IF AJ^.CLAn^lNCnUOIOTYUh^ 


119 


1 COtFNTHY 


afpucation number 


DATEOFfflLINO 
(day. ittOn^ yttr) 


DATE C(F ISSUE 
(d>y.i»iMii. yeai) 


IT Australia 




19 September 2002 




\ ALrL FOREIGN APPUCATIONCSVU? ANY, FIl 


-EO BEFOW xlfE WUORITY APPLICATI0N(S> 


I COUNTRY 


APPUCATION NUMBER 


DATEOrFU.ING 
(dAy» moDTb, year) 


datb6fissi;e | 











J hereby claim the benefit under Title 35, United States Code, § 120/365 of any United States and PCX international 
iapplication(5) listed below and, insofar as the subject matter of each of the clauns of this application is not disclosed 
in the prior United States ^Ucation in the manner provided by the fixst paza^ph of Title 3S„ United States Code, 
§ 1 12, 1 acknowledge the duty to disclose material iziformation as defined in Title 37, Code ^Federal Regulations, 
§ 1 .56ta) which occurred between fiie filing date of fiie prior application and the national or l^CT international filing 
date of this application. 



I U^. Al^mCATlON NUMBER j DATE OF FILING Cd«y, AOBih, ycu) 


^1 STATUS (totmtcC pcndlBB* idMw4oiietf) \ 







,1 hereby claim the benefit under Title 35, United Stales Code § 1 1 9(e) of any United States provisional 
^pplicatlon(s) listed below; 



1 i V^. tRO VISXONAJL APPLICATION NUMBER 


DATE OP FILINC (Day, Motiih* V«a<5 




M ■ _r » 



BEST AVAILABLE COPY 




*p'. 

^\hS6 Duty to disclose information material to patentability* 



(a) A patent by its very nature ]$ affected with'a public interest The public interest is best seived, and 
the mo$t effective patent examination oocux$ when, at the time an plication is being examined, the Office is aware 
of and evaluates the teachings of all infbimation maxerial to patentability. Each mdiyidual associated with the filing 
and prosecution of a patent application has a duty of candor and good faith in dealing with the OjSce. which 
inchidee a duly to disclose lo the OfSce all information known to that individual to be mateiiial to patentability as 
deiSned in this section. The duty to disclose information exists widi respect to each pending claim until the claim is 
canceled or withdrawn from consi dmtion, or the iq^iplication becomes sibandoned, formation material to the 
patentability of a claim that is canceled or withdrawn &om consideration need not be submitted if ^e information is 
not material to the patentability of any claim remaining under consideration in the application. There is no duty to 
submit information which is not material to the patentability of any existing claim. The duty to disclose all 
information known to be material to patentability is de^ed to be satisfied if all infonnatioit known to be material to 
patentability of any claim issued in a patent was cited by fhe Office or submitted to the Office in the manner 
i}rescribed by § § 1 .97(b)"(d) and 1.98« However, no patent will be granted on an ^plication in connection vAdx 

* which firaud on the Office was practiced or attempted or the duty of discloswe was violated through bad faith or 
intentional misconduct. The Office encourages applicants to careAiUy examine: 

(1) prior art cited in search reports of a foreign patent office in a countezpan application, and 

(2) the closest information over which individuals associated with the filing or prosecution of a 
patent application believe any pending claim patentably defines, to make sure tiiat any material information 
contained therein is disclosed to the Office. 

(b) Under this section, inforniation is material to patentability when it is not cumulative to information 
abeady of record or being made of record in the application, and 

}j 

^ (1) It establishes, by itself or in combination with other infonnation, a prima facie case of 

.unpatentability of a claim; 

or 

(2) It refutes* or is inconsistent with, a position die applicant takes in: 

(i) Opposing an argument of ui^atentability relied on by the Office^ or 

(ii) Asserting an argument of patentability* 

A prima facie case of unpatentability is established when the information compels a conclusion that a claim is 
unpatentable under the preponderance of evidence, burden-of-pioof standard, giving each term in the claim its 
- 1:>roadest reasonable constraction consistent witii the specification^ and before any consideration is given to evidence 
.^hich may be submitted in an attempt to establish a conttary conclusion of patentability. 

r 

(c) hidividuals associated with the filing or prosecution of a patoic application wfdiin the meaxung of this 
section are; i 

(1 ) Bach inventor named in tibe s^plication: 

(2) Each attorney or agent who prqiares or prosecutes the application; and 



BEST AVAIUBLE COPY 



' (3) Every other person who is substantively involved in the preparation or prosecuiioa of the 

application and who is associated with the inventor, with the aasigjiee or with anyone to whom there is an obUgation 
to assign the application. 

(d) Individuals other than the attorney, agent or inventor may coinply wiUi this section by disclosing 
I information to the attorney, agent, or inventor. 

(e) lu any contiziuadon-in-part application, flxe duty under this section includes the duty to disclose to the 
Office all infonnarion taxowi to the person to be material to patentability, as defined in paragraph (b) of this section, 
Mfhich became avaflable between the filing data of prior application and the national or PCT international filing 
^ate of the contmnation-in-part application. 

I heieby appoint the attomey(s) and/or parent agcnt(s) assodaied with the following custom^ number to prosecute 
this application and to transact all business in the Patent and Trademark Office oonnactcd herewith. 




1 hereby aufliorize fliem lo act and rely on instroctions fiTom and communicate directly with the 
person/assignee/attomey/finn/ organization who/which first sends/sent this case to them and by whom/which I 
hereby declare that I have consented after full disclosure to be represented unless/until I instruct Merchant &, Gould 
*P.C. to the contrary. 

I understand that the execution of this document^ and the grant of a power of attorney, does not in itself establish an 
\ attorney-client relationship between fiie undersigned and the lawfirm Merchant & Gould or any of its 
attorneys. " ^ 

Please direct all correspondence in this case to customer numl 
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Iher^by declare that all statem^ts made herein of my own knowledge are true aiul tbat all statements made on 
iiformakoii and belief are believed to be troe; and further that these statemeols were made vifiai the knowledge that 
Willful false statement and the like so made are punishable by fine or impnsonraent, or both, under Section 1001 of 
Tide 1 S of the United States Code and that sudx willful false statements may jeopardize the validity of the 
application or any patent issued diereon. 



I fill 

m 



FuU HAlUe 
®t|nrcO(or 



MAUIne 



Family NaM 
WOOLDWDOE 



City 

Modbury 



9 Tiellios Sireet 



Ffm Clvn Nuae 

Colin 



StBtc Qr Forciftii Couotxy 



City 



Second Glvtn Ntinc 



Cof^Dtry of OtItfMldp 



Sun El Zip Co4c/CouDtfy 
South Aitfirallft :S092 / Australia 



ecbnd Gtveii Nuue 



ISigniitiir* or InvsBior 201 : 




"7^ 




Dote: 



nmCivatNaine 



Sccbnd 
Rot^onson 



Stale or ForripB Coj 
South AufMU 



Coonlry af GtiBonstalp 
Auittalia 



Addr^ 

21 Beaslcy Sereoc 



Marten 



ZE 



SttM &Zip Codc/Gounery 
SoutfT AUKfftHa SQ70 / Aug pfolia 
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